
“Football is more than just a 1-0 win” reads the claim 
famously coined by DFB Honorary President Egidius 
Braun as early as the early 1990s. In your capacity of 
Managing Director of the DFB’s Sepp Herberger and 
Egidius Braun Foundations, what does the word “more” 
mean to you?
Tobias Wrzesinski: Well, that football is not just about 
winning. Football is emotions, togetherness, energy and 
fun. You won’t find that in any league table, it’s not some-
thing you can express by way of goal difference. Football 
inspires, connects and creates places of community. Our 
foundations rely on and seek to reinforce this integrative 
power by supporting the outstanding voluntary work 
done by football clubs across the country. The DFB Foun-
dations are there for football and the people. That’s what 
it’s all about, that’s what I understand by “more”.

The DFB’s foundations are doing a lot of good, as can 
be read in the report section. Are there any limits to 
what you can do and if so, what are these? 
Tobias Wrzesinski: Basically, we’re quite autonomous in 
our decision-making, but that doesn’t mean that it’s all 
smiles and sunshine. Because sometimes we do reach our 
limits, for example in the rehabilitation of prison inmates. 
Together with our partners, the “Kick-Off for a New Life” 
initiative has been conceived to provide stimuli, impart 
skills, promote a change of thinking, but once these young 
people have done their time, life in freedom is something 
they have to take into their own hands. And I’m the first 
to admit that we also experience negative examples in 
that area. A different kind of limit comes into play when 
we’d love to provide support in individual emergency sit-
uations, only to find ourselves up against the German 
Fiscal Code that clearly defines what not-for-profit organ-
isations can and cannot do. In our work, having to say 
“no” is indeed often the hardest thing to do. 

Many former and current national team players actively 
support the DFB’s foundation work. In how far can their 
commitment make a difference?
Tobias Wrzesinski: We are immensely grateful for their 
input, and I’m happy to say that dedication is not a mat-
ter of age. Our supporters range from national team play-
ers Jonathan Tah and Nadine Kessler to EURO 96 winner 
Oliver Bierhoff, former women’s head coach Tina Theune, 
Hamburg and Germany legend Uwe Seeler and 1954 
World Cup winner Horst Eckel, to name but a few. Their 
popularity and celebrity status help us a lot. Suddenly 
there is someone you know from TV, who’s prepared to 
take the time to sit down, listen, and care. But it also works 
the other way round – our ambassadors get to meet peo-
ple from completely different backgrounds who don’t 
live on the sunny side of life. It’s a fact that helping oth-
ers makes you feel good, and national team players and 
title-winning coaches are no different. We are deeply 
grateful for every “one-two” in the service of a good cause.

“ SUCCE SSFUL  ONE-T WOS 
SERVING  A  G O OD  C AUSE” 




